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Des Moines Forage 
& Turf  

Des Moines Forage & Turf   

Honey Bee 
Wildflower 

Mixture 

Baby Blue-Eyes  CA Poppy   Siberian Wallflower  Cornflower  

Cosmos  Gaillardia  Purple Coneflower  Corn Poppy 

Wild Sunflower  Lance-Leaf Coreopsis  Rocky Mountain  

Beeplant  

Globe Gilia  

Purple Prairieclover  Plains Coreopsis  

11 Perennial &  
9 Annual Wildflowers 

10-12 #/Acre 

White Rockcress  Black-eye Susan  

New England Aster  Bergamot  Fleabane Daisy  Forget-Me-Not  



Honey Bee Garden 
So you want to plant a bee garden or 
modify your existing garden to attract 
many of the native ("wild") bees that 
occur in the United States. The first 
thing you should know is that by   
planting bee-attracting plants, you can 
attract a diverse array of other wildlife 
as well. Butterflies, wasps, flies,     
hummingbirds and other pollinators 
will give you a bountiful harvest of 
fruits, vegetables, seeds and provide 
you with many hours of outdoor    
ntertainment. You will be providing 
pesticide-free safe havens for            
pollinators. Once such havens are     
duplicated across your county or state, 
they can provide significant wildlife 
habitat for native animals involved in 
the often threatened process of        
pollination. 

Bees as "watchable" wildlife you ask? 
Don't worry, nearly all species of bees 
are gentle and will not sting you. They 
are simply searching for food-- pollen 
and nectar-- to feed themselves and 
their young. All bees need the same 
few basic requirements in order to 
make a living. It may surprise you to 
learn that of the nearly 5,000 species of 
bees in the U.S. Most lead solitary lives 
and construct their homes (nests)     
underground or in pithy twigs or     
bandoned beetle burrows in dead tree 
branches.  

You have already taken the first   
important step in providing what the 
bees ordered for dinner-- flowers. 
The bees won't chew up your prize 
specimens. Instead, they will take 
away pollen and nectar, leaving a 
"pollination path" of luscious fruits, 
vegetables and seeds in their wake. 
Remember, they aren't intentionally 
trying to be helpful to flowering 
plants by moving the pollen from 
flower to flower. In search of a quick 
sip of nectar, some tasty pollen and 
maybe some building materials to 
transport back to their nests the 
bees pollinate blossoms leading to 
fertilization and fruits to form. By 
selecting the best bee-rewarding 
plants, you can attract beneficial  
pollinating bees and other creatures 
to your flower and vegetable gar-
dens or backyard fruit orchard . 

 

Once you have provided your      
garden landscape with attractive and 
rewarding bee plants, there are a 
few other things to keep your bees 
healthy and around to pollinate     
another day. Apart from bountiful 
flowers, all bees require places to 
hide from predators, to locate and 
court a mate or establish their nests. 
Thus, they need you to help provide 
safe havens from predators,       
parasites and chemical insecticides. 

You can beautify 
your place,  

increase your 
property value, 
and provide a 
year-round food 
source for your 
bees by planting 
wildflowers.  


