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competition from annual weeds.
Prairies thrive on fire. If it is practical for your area, a spring burn just after the ground begins to green up will
really give your prairie a boost and set back the weeds. If burning is not practical, mow once in early spring or late fall.

If erosion is not too much of a problem, plow or till your area late fall or early spring.
Disc shallowly at approximately two-week intervals. Drag or rake before seeding. If the seeds
are broadcast, drag or rake again after seeding. The area should then be packed to make a FOURTHYEAR & BEYOND:
firm seedbed. For small areas, a water filled lawn packer works well. For large areas, a field

. One annual early spring or late fall mowing or a burn every two or three years will permanentl
roller such as a cultipacker works well. o - Y Spring g 4 Y P Y
maintain your prairie.
On highly erodable sites or very weedy areas, the use of short-lived herbicide is some-
times recommended. Spray when vegetation if 4-6” tall. After plants die, the area can then be

shallowly disked or raked, then dragged, and planted as above. An option is to direct seed SEEDDING DATA:

with a slit seeder or no-till drill after spraying. SEEDERS SETTING 5# COVERAGE




